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BRETHREN EVANGELI8T. 


Home Circle. 


SàTAH'S SOLIUïQUY, 
Planning a Little Work. 
Now that the protractcd meetings are 
over and the warm wcather is coming on, 
it will be a favorable timc for me to do 
something to counteraet the work of the 
meetings. Let me see— I believe I will 
try first to get as many people as l can 10 
ncglect secret prayer. 1 find it vcry hard 
to do much with people who read .their 
Bibles and pray in secret every day. Bttt 
if I can get them to stop praying and 
reading the Bible they starve and die spir- 
itually, as surely as 8 man will starve and 
die physically, if he will stop ealing. I 
wonder how many half-starved and dying 
Christians I can tnrn out during the sum- 

mer. 

My next stroke mnst be at the prayer- 
mecting. The prayer-mecting is to the 
church a good deal like secret prayer is 
to the individual. I never ha ve hard 
work in a church wherc they ha ve a poor- 
ly attended prayer-meettng. I can gen- 
erally teli just how strong the church is 
spirilually by the way the prayer-ineeting 
is attended. Why, last winter thosc 
Christians went to the churches every 
night through snow and storm and I 
could not stop them, but I must now try 
to get them to think that once a week in 
fine weather is too often. That seems 
hard to do, but I can manage it so me 
way. 

Then I must try to stir up a qn arrel in 
the church and get the people dissatisfied 
with their preacher. This is somelimes 
hard to do whcn the same preacher who 
held the re vi vals stays with the people. 
But in some churches they change preach- 
ers aboui this tinie of the ycar, ami where 
a new man follows a preacher, who has 
had a big revival, I have quite an easy 
time to get f-cm to find fault with the 
new man and the church officers who sent 
him ; and soon the work of the Lord 
dwindles in spite of all that the new 
preacher can do. They do not sec thai 
the best Ihing they can do is to stand by 
the new man and keep the church up, if 
they do not happen to like him at first. 
But then that is just what I can get peo- 
ple to do. To work against their own 
interests just beeause they are displeased 
about somcthing else. But I must do all 
l can at the first of the year, for usually 
by the end of the year they like the new 
man, as well as they did the one who left 
them ; and when the time comes for him 
to leave it will be the old story over 
again. 

I must not forget to start quarrels 
among the membjrs themselves, and that 


usually is not very hard to do. Up at 
Bordertown, last Christmas Mrs. Grum- 
blebug's daughter, Miss Pouty, did not 
get a treat beeause the committee over- 
looked her name. Mrs. Grumblebug just 
sat still and did not say a word to the 
committee, who would gladly have made 
the matter right. After the exercises she 
went home raad and the very nextday she 
went right over to Mrs. Tattletate, who 
can enlarge everything she hears, and fot 
scattering news is as good as a four col- 
liran advertí se ment in a newspaper. I 
teli you the news spread like wild fire and 
stich a fuss as it stirred up I I had to 
laugh. No amount of explanation or 
candy would heal the wounded feelings, 
and now Mrs. Grumblebug and all her 
faction stay from church and Sunday- 
school and it won't be long until I will 
get them to back-slide entirely. 

But after all, my schemes won't always 
work. There are so many good people 
who will not do any thing I want them 
to, and in spite of all my efforts the good 
cause goes right along. 

Well I must not spend so much time 
musing to-day.' The Easterserviccs were 
held lately and people arc thinking of 
Christ's resurrection. I must sOp all of 
it I can, The children were treated in 
some Sunday-schools. Perhaps I can g?t 
up another Grumblebug fuss. I'U go and 
see what the prospeets are. — Lud/er, 


THE HEVEB-FAILING GÜIDE. 
We must fight if we would win, and our 
guide is one that never fails. Our Bible 
if full of precious promises and helps. 
How many times has this been proved ! 
How many times has the child of God 
become discouraged, and, as if in sheer 
desperation, taken up the Bible and let it 
open where it would and find there just 
what was ncedrd. Strength, hope and 
faith, and love in return for the reading! 
We wot.dcr how we could ever doubt and 
with renewed vigor we press on. Were it 
not for thj blessed experience, the com- 
fort given the bereaved, and the blessed 
assurances of the crown of glory awaiting 
us, what a world this woultl be ! For, al- 
though we may become weary, and the 
way seem long, the happiness of theChris- 
tian is such that the world cannot give 
nor takc away. We arc fettered morè or 
less in our feeblc efforts, ami we may not 
be able to accomplish as much as we may 
des i re, but just a word to a friend after 
lifting our hearts to God for strength í 
just a few words of testimony for Christ; 
in fullfdling a duty, we ourselves receive 
a biesenng, and ou-- Christian experiences 
become brighter day by day, and in this 
way we may attain the full stature of 
Christian manhood. — Sclected. 


The Sund ay-School. 

JBBÜS BETOKB PILATE, 

BV THE EDITOR. 

The Sunday-school lesson for May 19, 
is taken from Mark 154 1-15. The read- 
er should aequaint hiraself with the lesson 
sujroundings. Jesús was condemned by 
the council soon after his arrest before 
daybreak. It was while this council was 
in session that Peter denied him. Read 
Matt. 26 : 69-65 > Mark 14 : 66-72 ; Luke 
22 : 54-62 ; John 18 : 15-18, 25-27. The 
council led Jesús to the Roman govenor, 
that he might approve the sentence and 
order his execution. Pilate sent him to 
Herod who after shamefully insulting Je- 
sús, sent him back to Pilate. 
LIFETEACHINGS. 

1. Jesús before Pilate did not appear 
very much like a king to the mullitude. 
His hands bound or shackled, and a cord 
about his neck. "Art thou a king," ask- 
ed Pilate. Where was his powcr, his 
throne, his kingdom? It had already be- 
gun in the hearts of a few men and loving 
women, and to-day millions bow the knee 
to him Righteousness and truth and 
love and grace are the qualilies of his 
reign. 

2. Envy has led to many a crime and 
sin. Envy led Cain to kill his brother ; 
envy caused Joseph's brcthren to hate him 
and to sell him as a slave. Many a good 
name is blackened by envy. It was for 
envy that the chief priests and scribes de- 
livered up Jesús to Pilate that he might 
condemn him. Let us be on our guard 
against sin. It is perilous therefore to al- 
low this feeling to stay a moment in our 
heart. 

It is now as then — Jesús or Barab- 


bas, holiness or sin, rightor wrong, Christ 
or Satan. We are compelled to make our 
choice. Christ is on our hands, and the 
personal question of Pílate rs forced upon 
every one who has hcard the name of 
Jesus ; what then shall I do with Jesús ? 
Change the question as you please, dis- 
miss it from your mind, but it neverthe- 
less remains true, that you must make your 
choice. Some day the question will be, 
not what shall I do with Jesus, but what 
shall Jesus do with me? What shall the 
answer be ? 

4. Pilate lost the opportunity of his 
life. He was the one man who had pow- 
er to crucify Christ. But he was a moral 
coward, as many others are to-day. He 
was weak and afraid, and did the -iwful 
deed which branded him for all the ages 
as the man who crucified Jesus. 

"God giveth grace unto the lowly." 


